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Party should have no odium attached to its activity. It is beside
the purpose to say or examine what would have happened if the
Congressmen had never thought of the Councils. We have to
take the situation as it stands today and suit ourselves to it or
make it suit us, if that is possible.
Lastly, the Bengal situation demanded that No-changers
gave the Swaraj Party the strongest support that it was in their
power to give.
"But", said some of the No-changers and others to me, "how
can you subscribe to a document which says that the Govern-
ment have really attacked the Swaraj Party and not the anarchists?
Are you not unjust to the Government?" This attitude pleased
me and flattered me. It pleased me to notice in my questioners a
sincere desire to do justice to a government they do not like. It
flattered my pride in that my questioners expected from me exact
judgment and fullest justice. I confessed to them that I had against
the Government the greatest prejudice based on past experience,
that the writings in the British and British-owned Indian Press
had prepared me for an attack on the Swaraj Party, that it was
the declared policy of the Government to lop off "tall poppies"
and that whilst it Was possible that among the arrested there may
be some With anarchical tendencies, it was nevertheless a fact
that the vast majority of them were Swarajists and that if it was
a fact, as the Government contended, that the anarchists were a
large party, it was curious that the Government could find in
the main only Swarajists to lay their hands upon. I told them
further that if there was an extensive and active anarchical orga-
nization, the fiercest spirits were likely to be outside the Swaraj
Party rather than inside it, that no arms, it is said, were
found by the police during their night search* Nothing that my
questioners told me in reply shook my belief and I am inclined
to think that if I did not bring my questioners round to my
belief, I at least convinced them that I had good grounds for my
opinion and that the burden lay upon the Government to show
that they had no designs upon the Swaraj Party in Bengal.
But the proposed suspension does not affect the individual
non-co-operators. They are not only entitled to hold to their
views but would be very little worth if they gave up their personal
non-co-operation. For instance, suspension of the non-co-opera-
tion programme cannot mean for me recall of my medals or re-
sumption of practice or sending my children to Government
schools. Thus, whilst suspension will leave a convinced non-co-
operator free to retain his ftQi>#>operation9 for those whfl took